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Synopsis

The Children of HA%in is the first complete book by J.R.R.Tolkien since the 1977 publication of The
Silmarillion. Six thousand years before the One Ring is destroyed, Middle-earth lies under the
shadow of the Dark Lord Morgoth. The greatest warriors among elves and men have perished, and
all is in darkness and despair. But a deadly new leader rises, TA%in, son of HA%in, and with his
grim band of outlaws begins to turn the tide in the war for Middle-earth -- awaiting the day he
confronts his destiny and the deadly curse laid upon him.The paperback edition of The Children of

HA®rin includes eight color paintings by Alan Lee and a black-and-white map.
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Customer Reviews

| very much enjoyed reading this book. It's JRR Tolkien, what more needs to be said.

It is a very engaging story, these events thousands of years prior to the "One Ring". | was totally
absorbed in the story-line and only reading The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings, this piece was

very interesting in regard to historical significance. | would recommend this read to anyone who like



fantasy... after all J.R.R. Tolkien is the "father of fantasy" period... and all other came after him

regarding a grand tale on an epic scale.

Perhaps my expectations were too high, but this book did not capture my imagination the way "the
Hobbit", or the "Lord of the Rings" series did. Maybe this is because | read his other books when |

was much younger, but | would not highly recommend "The Children of Hurin".

SPOILERS!! SPOILERS!! SPOILERS!IA¢A A™m so excited for another Inklings post! Today
weAg¢A A™re diving into one of TolkienA¢A A™s sagas of Middle Earth, but before we do, since
this is a lesser read work, | want to officially warn you that there shall be many oA¢A A™ spoilers
ahead, so please no hollerin at me if you feel jipped! And | will say itA¢A A™Ss very much worth
reading!First things first. The story was not at all, | mean, AT ALL what | expected. Being used to
epic heroes and characters you love, it was an interesting twist to read a tale of woe and tragedy.
My blogging friend Wesley may have said it best: it was like an episode of Game of Thrones. |
donA¢A A™t watch the show, but | knew exactly what she meant. People dying, curses thrown
down and oh yeah, PEOPLE DYING. While it was very different, | still kinda liked it. It definitely
evoked emotion and it expanded the Middle Earth universe in a different kind of way. Tolkien knows
how to write a story that draws you in and this one most definitely did (you know, after the first few
chapters of getting into the details and Middle Earth vibe), even if it ended rather tragic.Random
sidenote: If you read the intro, you may have seen this, but | loved how Tolkien himself described
The Silmarillion (since itA¢A A™s one of my favorites): Tolkien said of the tale of Beren and
Luthien: A¢A Acethe chief of the stories of The SilmarillionA¢A A« and A¢A Acethe story is (I think a
beautiful and powerful) heroic-fairy-romanceA¢A AJA¢A A This makes me want to read it all over
again!Random Fun Facts and Thoughts Middle earth was once called the Great Lands and rests
between the seas of the east and west. Lembas bread! TA%in the first man to eat it. Nom! Nom! |
feel geekyishly cool knowing that fact. The whole time | kept thinking donde esta HA rin? Oh
waitA¢A Ahe was released to find his family destroyed and his wife die in his arms. One of

TA rinA¢A A™s names, Turambar (Master of Doom) was such a fitting name.Favorite Quote:

A¢A Acel do but follow my trade, which is Orc-slaying. | have no idea why, but it made me smile.
IA¢A A™m adding it to my resume.Thoughts of CharactersMorgoth: Why hello satan! He plays dirty.
Tolkien has such a way of epitomizing such things in characters. In MorgothA¢A A™s case? Pure
Evil. This was a great quote about him as well: A¢A AceNeither are you the most mighty; for you

have spent your strength upon yourself and wasted it in your own emptiness.A¢A A+AndrA g and his



band of outlaws: | had flashbacks to last season on The Walking Dead and the loonies that
Rick/Daryl/Michonne and Carl took care of. But they definitely redeemed themselves. Like AndrA g?
Times 50!TA%rin: | gotta admit, overall | wasnA¢A A™t a huge fan of him. It doesnA¢A A™t help that
| had Aragorn on my mind. Early on, he was described as this: A¢A AceA¢A Alhe learned to speak
early and was slow to forget injustice or mockery; but the fire of his father was also in him, and he
could be sudden and fierce. Yet he was quick to pity, and the hurts or sadness of living things might
move him to tearsA¢A AJA¢A A« His arrogance seemed to blind him (like from the true evil of
MorgothA¢A A™s curse), but his tale is a most interesting one.Beleg: He was such a true true
friend! Like Samwise. He was probably my favorite of the book. | love the ideas and ways Tolkien
displays friendship. Such strong and amazing themes. But what happens to him? HE DIES.

A¢A AceThus ended BelegA¢A A™s Strongbow, truest of friends, greatest in skill of all that
harboured in the woods of Beleriand in the Elder Days, at the hands of him whom he most loved;
and the grief was graven on the face of TA%in and never faded.A¢A A-Another great friend?
Brandir. Too bad our buddy TA®rin accidentally kills him as well. Cool. MAfA®m: Shady
McShady.NiAfA«nor: | felt bad for her. IA¢A A™ve decided those are my final feelings. When she
finally entered the scene grown up, | thought her fate would liken to A%.owyn or Arwen, but no. She
did not. She died. By jumping off a cliff into raging rapids.A¢A AceMourning you named me, but | will
not mourn alone, for father, brother, and mother. But of these you only have | known, and above all
do | love. And nothing that you fear nor do I.A¢A As At first | was excited to finally see more of her,
but after everything that happened, homegirl, you should have stayed.Glaurung the Dragon: He is
evil. This quote is one of many examples. A¢A AceThe neighing of the horses and the cries of the
riders came to the ears of Glaurung; and he was well pleased.A¢A A His love of destroying
humanity was just creepy. THINGS | NEED TO TALK ABOUT! Remember that one time TA%in and
NiAfA«nor, GOT BLOODIED MARRIED?? | mean WHA?? | thought | read it wrong or had their
names mixed up. Nope. That sealed the deal that this story was 100% a tale of a cursed family.
Tolkien wasnA¢A A™t lying about Morgoth. Then when she finds out the truth, she jumps off a cliff
and he kills himself with his sword. Twisted Morgoth. Twisted. Oh and she was pregnant.

A¢A AceTo Brethil they brought their dark doomAg¢A A™s shadow. Here their doom has fallen, and
of grief this land shall never again be free.A¢A A<Alright letA¢A A™s discuss! How would you rank
TAcrin against the other men heroes of Middle Earth history? Did this book meet your expectations?
| need to brush up on my Middle Earth history, but when does Morgoth get the boot? Since
friendship plays such a major role, whatA¢A A™s one of your favorites in Tolkien lore?The more |

read of Tolkien and his tales of battles with men, the more | see how his WWI experience influenced



his writings. | cannot fathom the horrors of surviving battle, but TolkienA¢A A™s tales pay homage
to the brotherhood bonded in battle.In case you missed the last announcement, weA¢A A™I| be
reading Till We Have Faces by C.S. Lewis next. The discussion is set for July 16, 2014. Hope to

have you join us!Originally posted at: [...]

Excellent work, filled with pathos. I've been a Tolkien fan since age nine and have read and reread
the Lord of the Rings and the Hobbit and many of his other works. This story could overwhelm a
casual reader, but if you’re willing to learn the background and history of Arda, it will add more

dimension and awe to the scope of Tolkien’s Middle Earth saga.

Biased as | am a huge fan of Tolkien and his style of writing. | was familiar with the story from
reading the Silmarilion several times over the years. For me the story gives details on one of Middle
earths truest hero’s and the plight of his family when he defied Tolkien’s Satan. It is a dark tragedy
but moves quickly. You can see several themes that are classic in many stories throughout history.

If you love Tolkien it's worth a read.

Like many of the best fairy tales this story is tragic. It is a readable yet suitably archaic and epic
expansion of the LOTR lore and universe. The introduction and appendices do a noteworthy job of

placing this lore into the broader universe Tolkien created.

It's Tolkien. Well-written. Characters are easy to identify with. Great story-line.
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